THE EMPEROR WILLIAM I

day I was at a party in the palace. Her Majesty ad-
dressed me in a manner which made me suppose that the
Emperor had supported my remonstrance to her. The
conversation took the turn that I begged the Empress to
spare the health of her husband, which already was unsat-
isfactory, and not expose him to conflicting political influ-
ences. This suggestion* which, according to all Court
traditions* was quite unexpected, had a remarkable effect.
During the last ten years of her life I never saw the Em-
press Augusta so beautiful as she was at this moment; her
figure drew itself up, her eyes brightened with a fire which
I have never seen there before or since. She broke off
the conversation, left me standing alone, and, as I was
told by one of the courtiers who was a friend of mine, said,
1 Our most gracious Chancellor is very ungracious to-day/
The experience of many years had enabled me by de-
grees to judge with some certainty whether the Emperor
opposed suggestions, which seemed to me logically neces-
sary,, from his own conviction or in the interest of his
domestic peace. In the first case I could as a rule reckon
on coming to an understanding if I awaited the time when
the clear understanding of my master had assimilated
the matter; or he would appeal to the council of ministers.
In such cases the discussion between me and his Majesty
always remained practical and confined to the subject at
issue. It was different when the cause of the royal oppo-
sition to ministerial opinions lay in the previous discus-
sion of the question which her Majesty had aroused at
breakfast, and carried on till he had positively expressed,
his agreement with her. When the King at such mo-
ments, influenced by letters and newspaper articles which
had been written for the purpose, had been brought to
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